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Abstract Delias yofona SCHRÖDER & TREADAWAY, 1982, described from Danau 
Paniai (Wissel Lakes), Irian Jaya, represents a local population (or plausibly a good 
subspecies) of Delias rileyi JOICEY & TALBOT, 1922 described from the Weyland 
Mountains, some 100 km west of Danau Paniai. 


In 1982, two papers were published on the then little known species Delias rileyi 
JOICEY & TALBOT, 1922, originally described from the Weyland Mountains of Irian 
Jaya. From the Central Highlands of Irian Jaya SCHRODER & TREADAWAY (1982) 
described and figured a specimen which they assumed to represent a new species, 
Delias yofona SCHRODER & TREADAWAY, 1982, based on a single holotype male from 
Wissel “Lake”, 2000m, collected in May 1980 by the late Ray STRAATMAN. On the 
basis of 16 males from four localities, including Paniai (all in the Central Highlands of 
Irian Jaya), SIBATANI & NISHIZAWA (1982) reported the rediscovery of Delias rileyi 
JOICEY & TALBOT. This species had originally been described from a single holotype 
male, but by 1982 no further record of this species had been made. The material 
studied by SIBATANI and NISHIZAWA (1982) contained two specimens from Paniai (the 
present name for the Wissel Lakes), collected in October 1978, also by STRAATMAN. 
The external features of these specimens agree very well with the figure of D. vofona 
in SCHRÖDER & TREADAWAY (1982), and there is no doubt that yofona represents D. 
rileyi, a species which had never been mentioned/figured since its original description/ 
illustration by JOICEY & TALBOT (1922/1924) until 1982. 

Since the population from Paniai certainly differs from the holotype, it is perhaps 
best to retain yofona as a subspecific name of D. rileyi. However, the differences 
among specimens collected at separate localities (all east of the type locality of rileyi) 
do not easily fall into a single clinal sequence, the various characters of individual 
populations being discordant with their overall distribution. SIBATANI & NISHIZAWA 
(1982) refrained from recognizing subspecies until trends of the species’ geographical 
variation become better understood. On this basis I refrain from sinking yofona as a 
synonym of rileyi. At the same time I leave the other known populations presently 
unnamed (distinct as they are from yofona, as well as from the holotype of rileyi, whose 
topotypic variability also remains totally unknown). 





*Present address: 31 Kamotutityo, Hinooka, Yamasina-ku, Kyoto 607, Japan. 
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IIF e Yer VEAP YY ata 1 Delias rileyi JOICEY & TALBOT 
KOWCORS RASILA) 


Pat ) 7 v Paniai # (Wissel Lakes) 25 ada & tte Delias yofona SCHRÖDER & TREADAWAY, 1982 
it, A + BR (1982) BARCLOBBAARE LEA Delias rileyi JOICEY & TALBOT, 1922 i 
BS S60CHSZ,. RE BROMPRZS yofona CH4TAZ4LOMDAS, PEDRA l WEHEN 
CHL, yofonaPRLCR< A, HhOMAM ICL! LEC... 
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